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TO 
The Right Honourable 


Sir ROBERT CLATTON, 
Lorp Maror of the City of London. 


My Lord, 

obedience to your Lordſhip's Order I now preſent 

to your hands, not onely the Sermon you lately heard, 
but thoſe Additions which the ſtraits of time would 

not then permit. me to delrver. In all which, I was ſo 
far from intending #0. ſtir up the Magiſtrates and Judges 
to a Perſecution of Diſſenters, as ſome il men have repor- 
ted, that my onely defign was, to prevent any occafion of it, 
by finding out a certain foundation for a laſting Union 
among our ſelves. Which is impoſſible to be attained, til 
men are convinced of the Evil and Danger of the preſent 
Separation ; 2 being carried on by ſuch Principles as not 
onely overthrow the preſent Conſtitution of ovr Church, 
but any other whatſoever. For, if it be lawful to ſepa- 
rate on a pretence of greater Purity, where there u an 

Agreement 2# Doctrine, and the ſubſtantial Parts o 
Worſhip, as # acknowledged in our Caſe; then a bare ped 
ference of opinion as to ſome circumſtances of Worſhip and 
the beſt conſlitution of Churches will be ſufficient ground 
to break Communion and to ſet up new Churches : Which, 
conſidering the great variety of mens fancies about theſe 
matters, is to make an infinite Diviſibility in Churches, 
without any poſſible flop to farther Separation. But, if 
A3 after 


The Epiſtle Dedicato. 
after themſelves are pleaſed with condeſcenfions to their 
own minds , any think it fit that others ſhould be tied up, 
notwithſtanding their diſſatuſattion ; the world will 7 £ 
it too great partiality in them to think that none ought to 
ſeparate but themſelves , and that , the ſame Reaſon will 
hold againſt themſeFves in'the judgement of others ; it there- 
by appearing , that it i not Unitormity they diſlike, but 
that they wo age proferite the Terms of it. —_ 
But, my Lord, I intend not to argue the Caſe of Sepa- 
ration here, ( which u at large done in the following Diſ- 
conrſe ) but onely to fhew,- how neceſſary 1t was in order to 
the laying a Foundation for Peace and Unity, to have thu 
watter throughly diſcuſſed. And if once the People be 
brought to underſtand and prattiſe their duty as to Come 
munion with our Churches, other Difficulties which ob» 
ftruft our Union will be more eafily removed. 
' T haue endeavoured to purſue my deſign in a way ſuit- 
able to the nature of it, without ſharp and provoking re- 
flexions on the Perſons of any; which often ſet Friends at 
diſtance , but never reconciled or convinced Adverſaries, 
Elowever I muſt expett the Cenſures of - ſuch who. exther 
make our Diviſions, or make uſe of them for their own ent; - 
but 1 am contented to be mage a.facrifice, if thereby 7 
wight cloſe up-the Breaches among uw. 


God Almighty eſs thu great City and your Lordſhips 


care in the Government of. it ; and grant that in this 
day we may yet know the things that belong to our Peace, 
and to the preſervation of the true Proteſtant Religion 4» 
werg 4, I am, 
my Lord,. 
Your Lordſhip's moſt faithfull 
and-obedient Servant, 

Edward Stiling fleet: 


«\ 


«\ 
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PHIL. IIL 16. 


Nevertheleſs, whereto we have already attained, let ws 
walk by the ſame rule, let us mind the ſame things. 


Lthongh the Chri 54a» Religion doth or ones 
A: ligations on were i Fes ons rhe þ moe 


teſt commands , the higheſt examples , 

oem y bn my | nkns ons 
Ia Lf 107 , that as no- 
thing t to be more in our wipes, {0 ſeems more 
remote from our hopes, tha n the Cn Peace of the 
World, Not that there is an [REES ey in She thing, or any 
conſiderable difiuley, i all men were 
aire cope as men purſue their ſeveral fations 


ient evidence of this ; for although our 
differences are ſuch as the wiſer Proteſtants abroad not onely 
condemn but wonder at them; yer it hath hicherto puzzled the 
"wiſeſt perſons among us to find out ways to compoſe them z 
not ſo much from the diſtance of mens opinions and practi- 
ces , as the ſtrength of their prejudices and inclinations. What 
thoſe diviſions of Rewben of old were, which ark we ar hes rates. gd 

and ſearchings of heart, we neither well u 

much concern us : but the continuance, — not em ery Sy of 
the unhappy breaches among our ſelves do give juſt cau for 
many ſad reflexions. When neither the miſeries we have 
felt, nor the calamities we fear 3 neither the terrible judgements 
of God upon us, nor the unexpected deliverances vouchſafed 
to us , nor the common danger we are.'yet in , have abated 


mens heats, or allayed their paſſions, or made them more 
willing 


[2] 
willing to unite with our eſtabliſhed Church and Religion. 
But inſtead of that, ſome rather Rand at a great diſtance if 
not defiance, and ſeem to entertain themſelves with hopes of 
new revolutions; others raiſe freſh calumnies and reproaches , 
as well as revive and ſpread abroad old ones ; as though their 
baſineſs were to make our breaches wider, and to i 


mens ſpirits againſt each other 3. at ſuch a time , when Reaſon - 


and common {ſecurity , and above all our Religion obligeth ns 


Rom. 14-19 to follow after the things that make for peace , ahd 'thingi therewith 


Rom. 3- I's, 
LS, 17, 


| ſign of our enemies upon us, who expect to ſee that 
ro 


one may edifie anether ; and not ſuch as tend to our mutual de- 
ſtruction 3 as moſt certainly our diviſions - and animoſities 
do. Yet all parties A a zeal for Peace , fo they 
may have it in their own way : by which it pRs toe © 
not Peace they aim at, bet Vierys. ear Miniey o much as ha- 
ving their own wills, Thoſe of the Reman Church make great 
boaſts of their Unity and the efletual means they have to pre- 
ſerve. itz but God deliver us from ſuch cruel ways of Deage, 
fach deſtructive means of Unity as 1reachery and , 
{mationsy and an Inquifition. Thesr feet are /wift to ſhed blouds 
deftyuftron and miſery are in their ways, and the way of - Peace they 
bave not knows, it were happy for us, if all thoſe who a- 
gree iy eognnting the Errours and Corruptions of the Ro- 
man Church, could as eaſily join together in the great duties 
of our common Religion, is, in our Prayers, and Praiſes, 
and Sacraments, and all ſolemn ads of Divine Worſhip. For 
this would not onely take off the reproach of our Advet- 
faries, who continually upbraid us with our Schiſms. and Se- 
parations., but it would mightily tend to abate mens paſſi- 
ons, and to remove their prejudices, and to-diſpoſe their in- 
clinations , and thereby lay a foundation for a bleſſed U- 
nion among our felves, which would fruſtrate the great de- 
on. 

deſt be by -our own folly, which they could not other- 
wiſe to accompliſh by their utmoſt care and endea- 
vour Ani we may juſtly hope for a greater bleſhng of God 
up-us, when we. offer up our joint Prayers and Devotions to 
him, hfring up, as.St. Paul ſpeaks, holy hands without wrath and di[* 
prtine. This is ea thing of {o great conſequence to 
Can - and Union, that ſo-much to-the Honour of 
Gad;. and'our common. Safety:and Preſervation 3, that ao perſon. 


who: 


——. 


ns ey Ir” —_y— 


[3] 
who hath any real concernment for theſe things, can deny it to 
be not onely juſt and fitting, but in our circumſtances nec 

to be done, if it can be made appear to be lawfull, or that 
they can doe it with a good Conſcience. 

And this is the ſubject I deſign to ſpeak to at this time; and 
for that purpoſe have made choice of theſe words of the Apo- 
le, Nevertheleſs, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by 
the ſame rule, let us mind the ſame things, 

For our better underſtanding the fall ſcope and meaning-of 
the Apoſtle in theſe words, we are to con(ider, that an unhappy 
Schiſm, or wilfull breach of the Churches Unity, had begun in 
the Apoſtles times , upon the difference that aroſe concerni 
the neceſſity of keeping the Law of Aſes. And that whic 
made the Schiſm the more dangerous, was, that the firſt begin- 
ners of it pretended a Commiſſion from the Apoſtles them- 


ſelves at 7ern/alem, and were extremely bufie and induſtrious to AR: 15. 24- 


gain and keep up a party to themſelves in the moſt flouriſhing 
Churches planted by the Apoſtles. At Antioch they bore fo great 
a (way, that St..Peter himſelf complyed withthem, and not.onety 
other fews, but Barnabas alſo was carried aw 
on. Inſomuch that had it not been for the carage and reſoluti- 
on of St. Pal, all the Gentile Chriſtians had been either forced 
to 2 compliance with the Jews, or to a perpetual Schiſm, ( of 
which St. Peter had been in probability the Head, and nor-of the 
Churches unity if St. Paul had not vigorouſly oppoſed fo dange- 
rous a compliance.) But finding ſo good ſucceſs in his endea- 
vours at Antioch, he purſues thoſe falle Apoſtles, who made it 
their buſineſs to divide and ſeparate the Chriſtians from each 
others Communion, through all the Churches where they had, 
or were like to make any great impreſſion. He writes his Epi- 
file to the Galatians purpoſely againſt them; he warns the Chri- 


ſtians at Rome of them. Now 1 beſeech you Brethren mark them which Rom. 16.19: 


canſe Diviſions and Offences contrary to the Dottrine which ye have 
learned, and avoid them, And becauſe he had underſtood they had 
been buſie at Philippi to make a party there too, therefore the A- 
poltee, co prevent their deſigns, makes uſe of this following me- 
[0 


1. He exhorts the Philippians tO an unanimous and conſtant 
reſolution, in holding faſt ro the faith of the'Goſpe), in ſpight 


of all the threats and malice of their enemies: 7hat ye and faſt Phil.1.27,26> 
B 


17 


their aiſſimulati- Gal.2.12,1% 


Phil. 2. 1, 2. 


#% þ 


in one ſpirit, with ove mind, ſtriving together for the faith of the Go- 
ſpel ; and in nothing terrified by your adverſaries, If once the fears 
of troubles and perſecutions make men afraid co own and main- 
tain their Religion 3 it will be an eafie matter for their enemies 
firſt to divide, and then to ſubdue them. Burt their courage and 
unanimity in a good Cauſe baffles the attempts of the moſt da- 
ring Adverſaries, and makes them willing to retreat when they 
ſee they can neither diſunite them nor make them afraid. 

2, He beſeeches them in the moſt vehement and affeRionate 
manner, not to give way to any differences or diviſions among. 
them, If there be therefore any conſolation in Chriſt, if any comfort of 
love, if any fellowſhip of the ſpirit, if any bowels and mercies ; fulfill ye 
my joy, that ye be like minded, having the [ame love; being of one ac- 
cord, of one mind. As though he had ſaid unto them, [have ſeen 
the miſerable effects of divifions in other Churches already z 
how our Religion hath been reproached, the Goſpel hindred, 
and the Croſs of Chriſt rendred of little or no effe& by reaſon 
of them ; let me therefore intreat you, if ye have any regard 
to the Peace a Ifare of your own Souls if ye have any 
ſenſe of your d owe to one another as members of the 
ſame '& if ve any tenderneſs or pity towards me, a- 
void the firſt tendencies to any breaches among you ; entertain 
no unjuſt ſuſpicions or jealouſies of each other , ſhew all the 
kindneſs ye. are able to your fellow members ; live as thoſe 
that are ated by the ſame ſoul (wv) carry on the ſame 
deſign ; and as much as poſſible prevent any differences in 0- 
pinions amongſt = 

3. He warns and gives cautions againſt ſome perſons 
from whom their greateſt danger was, viz. fuch as pretended a 
mighty zeal for the Law : very well underſtanding the miſ- 
chief of their deſigns under their ſpecious pretences, he beſtows 
very ſevere characters upon them, verſ. 2. Beware of Dogs, beware 
of evil workers, - mans df the Conciſoon. All which Characters re- 
late to the breaches and diviſions which they made in the Chri- 
ſtian Churchesz which like Dogs they did tear in pieces , and 
thereby did unſpeakable miſchief, and fo were evi/ workers; and 
by the Concifion S. Chryſoſtome underſtands ſuch a cutting in pieces 
25 tends to the deſtruction of a thing; and therefore, ſaith he, 
the Apoſtle called them #87 alowy, 3n my 'Exxancier imergo rm xg7 an 
Tyayy * becauſe they endeavoured to cut in pieces, and thereby 

to 


_ > 


— 
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to deſtroy the Church of God, But leſt they ſhould give our 
that St. Pau! ſpoke this out of a particular pique he had taken 
up againſt the Law of Maes, he declares that as to the ſpiritual 
intention and deſign of the Law it was accompliſhed in Chri- 
ſtians, verſ. 3. For we are the Circumciſion which worſhip God in the 
ſpirit , and rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus , and have no confidence in the fleſh. 
And, for his own part, he had as much reaſon to glory in legal 
privileges as any of them all , ver/c 4, 5, 6. but the excellency of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt had fo prevailed upon his mind, that he 
now deſpiſed the things he valued before, and made ir his 
whole buſine( to attain to the glorious reward which this Re- 
ligion promiſeth. This he purſues from ver. 7, to ver. 15, 

4. Having done this, he perſuades all good Chriſtians to doe 
2s he did, verſ. 15. Let ns therefore, as many 44 be perfett, be thus 
minded. But becauſe many diſputes and differences as to opini- 
on and praRice might happen a them, he therefore lays 
down two Rules for them co govern themſelves o 

1. If any happend to difter from the body of Chriſtians they 

lived with, they ſhould doe it with great Mgdeſty and Humili- 
ty, not breaking out into faftions and diviſions, but waiti 
for farther information, which they may expeR that God wi 
give upon a diligent and ſober uſe of the beſt means; And if in 
any thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even this wnto you. 
By leaving them to God's immediate care for farther illuminati- 
on, he doth not bid them depend upon extraordinary revelati- 
on; bur requires ther to wait _ God in his own way, 
without proceeding with the falſe Apoſtles to the y + of Fac- 
—_ Separation, and in the mean time to go as far as they 
could. 
2, For thoſe who were come to a firmneſs and ſettlement of 
judgment upon the Chriſtian principles, he charges them by all 
means to preſerve Unity and Peace among themlelves. hereto 
we have already attained, let # walk by the ſame Rule, let ms mind the 
ſame things, : 

Wherein the Apoſtle ow rwo things, 

L The neceſſity of one fixed and certain Rule, notwithſtan- 
ding the different attainments among Chriſtians. Nevertheleſs , 
whereto we have already attained , let ms wath by the ſame Rate. 

IL The duty and obligation which lies upon the beſt Chtiſti- 
2ns to obſerve it. He doth not ſpeak to the ignorant and un- 

B 2 thinking 


Koen Þ 
Tony 
wire, Ili- 
ad. 3 
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thinking multitude s not ro the licentions rabble , nor to the carnal 
and worldly Church, which ſome think are onely deſirous of U- 
niformityz but to-the very beſt Chriſtians z ro thoſe who had 
got the ſtart of others (as the words here ſignifie) that they would 
be an <xample of Peace and Unity to their Brethren. 

I. The neceſſity of one fixed and certain Rule, notwithſtanding the 
different attainments of Chriſtians, To amy gue waver which 
Phraſe ſeems to be a continuation of the former alluſion to a 
Race. For, as Exſtathinss obſerves, the firſt thing the Greeks 
were wont to doe as to their Exerciſes, was tocircumſcribe the 
bounds within which they were to be performed. That which 
fixed and determined theſe limits was called Kavwr by the 
Greeks, and Regula and Lines by the Latines : thence rranſilire 
lineas in Cicero is to commit a fault, to break the bounds within 
which we are confined. 

All the queſtion is, what the Apoſtle means by this Re/e, 
whether onely a Rule of Charity and mutual forbearance, with 


2 liberty of different prafticez or ſuch a Rule which limits and 


determines.the magner of practice. It cannot be the former, be- 
cauſe that is the cale, the Apoſtle had ſpoken to juſt before. / 
in any thing ye be otherwiſe minded; therefore now ſubjoining this 
with reſpect to thoſe who had gone beyond them, he doth im- 
ply ſuch an agreement and uniformity of Practice as doth lie in 
obſerving the ſame ſtanding Rule. For which we muſt confider, 
that they underſtood already what orders and directions he had 
given them when a Church was firſt formed among them ; and 
therefore when the Apoſtle mentions a Rule, without declaring 
what it was, we have reaſon to believe , it was (uch a Rule 
which they very well knew , which he had given to them be- 
fore. So we find elſewhere the Apoſtle refers to ſuch Rules 
of Government and Order, which he had given-to other Chur- 
ches, and were already received and praiſed among them. 
For the Apoſtles did not write their Epiſtles for the founding of 
Churches, but they were already in being ; onely they took nq- 
tice of any diſorders among them, and reformed abuſes, and 
left ſome-things to their own dire&tions, when they ſhould come 


; Cor. 7. 34. among them. And the reſt will I ſet in order when 1 come. As the 
3 Cor.11.19. Lord hath called every one,. ſo let him walk; And ſo ordain I in all 


the Churches. Which ſhews that the Apoſtles did not leave all 
perſons to act as they judged fit, bur did make Rules determi- 
ning 


[7] 


ning their practice, and obliging them to uniformity therein; 
For might not men pretend that theſe were not things in them- 
ſelves neceſſary, and might be ſcrupled by ſome Perſons, and 
therefore were not fit to be impoſed upon any ? - But I do not 
find that the Apoſtles on this account did forbear giving Rules 
in ſuch caſes, and to oblige Chriſtians to obſerve them; and 
\ that not on the mere Authority of Apoſtles, but as Gover- 
nours of Churches, whoſe buſineſs it is to take care of the wel 
fare and preſervation of them. There are many things which 
ſeem very little and inconſiderable in themſelves, whole conſe- 
quence and tendency is very great: and the wiſedom of Gover- 
nours lies in preventing the danger of little things, and keeping 
the zeal of atm} 2g within its due bounds. For, 
thoſe who are engaged below, in the Valley, fighting in ſmall 
parties, and purſuing their advantages, do run into the enemies 
Camp before they are aware of it, may receive an unexpec- 
ted check from their Commanders in chief, who from the 
higher ground eſpie the hazard they are in by their over-for- 
wardnels, and the arts which their enemies uſe in drawing them 
into little Companies to fight ſeparately, and the danger they 
may thereby bring upon the whole Army ; and therefore ſend 
them a peremptory order to give over fighting by themſelves 
and make good their retreat into the Body of the Army : They. 
wonder, they complain, they think themſelves hardly uſed; bur 
no underſtanding man blames their Generals who regard their 
ſafety more than they do themſelves, and know the allowing 
them the Liberty they deſire , would endanger the deſtruction 
of them all. The Wiſedom and Condut of Governours, is 
uite another thing from the Zeal and Courage of inferiour Per- 
ons 3 who knowing their own reſolution and integrity, think: 
much to - be controlled ; but thoſe who ſtand upon higher 
Ground and ſee farther than they can do; muſt -be allowed a 
better capacity of judging what makes for the ery of the 
whole, than they can have : and ſuch things which they look- 
on in themſelves, and therefore think them mean and trifling, 
the other look upon them in their conſequence, and the influ- 
ence they may have upon the publick ſafety. It were extreme- 
ly deſirable, that all good and uſefull men ſhould enjoy as much 
ſatisfaRtion as might be , but if it cannot -be attained withour.. 
running great hazards of unſettling all, it is then to be —_— 
, r 
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red, whether the general ſafety or ſome mens particular ſatis- 
faction be the more deſirable. And this is that, which the ex- 
ample of the Apoſtles themſelves gives us reaton to conſider, 
for although there were many doubts and (cruples in their times 
about ſeveral Rires and Cuſtoms, yet the Apoſtles did give 
Rules in ſuch caſes, and bind Chriſtians to obſerve them ; as 
we find in that famous decree made upon great deliberation, in 
a Council of the Apoſtles at 7er»/alem; wherein they determi- 
ned thoſe things which they knew were then ſ(crupled, and con- 
tinued fo to be afterwards, whereever the Judaizing Chriſtians 
prevailed. But notwithſtanding all their dif-latisfaQtion, the 
Apoſtles continued the fame Rule ; and S. Pas! here requires 


* the moſt forward Chriſtians to mind their Rule, and to preſerve 


Peace and Unity among themſelves. 

But doth not $. Paul in the 14th Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans /ay down quite another Rule, Viz. onely of mutual forbearance in 
ſuch caſes, where men are unſatisfied in Conſcience ? 

I anſwer, that the Apoſtle did a like a prudent Governour, 
and in ſuch a manner, as he thought did moſt rend to the pro- 
paring of the Goſpel, and the good of particular Churches. 

n ſome Churches that conſiſted moſt of 7ews, as the Church of 
Rome at this time did, and where they did not impoſe the ne- 
ceſſity of keeping the Law on the Gentile Chriſtians (as we do 
not find they did at Rowe) the Apoſtle was willing to have the 
Law buried as decently, and with as little noiſe as might be; 
and therefore in this caſe, he perſuades both parties to Forbea- 
rance and Charity, in avoiding the judging and cenſuring one ano- 
ther, ſince they had an equal regard to the hononr of God in what they 
did, But in thoſe Churches, where the falſe Apoſtles made uſe 
of this pretence, of the Levitical Law being ſtil! in force, to di- 
vide the Chruches, and to ſeparate the Communion of Chriſti- 
ans; there the Apoſtle bids them beware of them, and their 
practices; as being of a dangerous and pernicious conſequence. 
So that the preſerving the Peace of the Church, and preventing 
Separation was the great meaſure , according to which, the 
Apoſtle gave his direions 3 and that makes him ſo much inſiſt 
on this advice to the Philippians, that whatever their attain- 
ments in Chriſtianity were, they ſhould walk by the ſame Ryle, 
ana mind the ſame things, 


IL We 


_— 


CY 


[93 


II. We take notice of the Duty and obligation that lies upon 
the beſt Chriſtians, ro walk, by rhe ſame Rule, to mind the ſame 
things, 

From whence ariſe two very conſiderable Enquiries. 

1, How far the obligation doth exrend to copay with an 
mer Rule, and to preſerve the Peace of the Church we 

ive in? 

2. What is to be done, if men cannot come up to that Rule ? 
For the Apoſtle ſpeaks onely of ſuch as have attained fo far ; 
Whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the ſame Rule. 

1, How far the obligation doth extend to comply with an 
eſtabliſhed Rule, and to preſerve the Peace of the Church we 
live in > This I think the more neceflary to be ſpoken to, be- 
cauſe I cannot perſuade my elf chat ſo many Cropalons and 
conſcientious men as are at this day among us would live {o 
many years in a known fin 5. e. in a ſtate of Separation from 
the Communion of a Church , which in Conſcience they 
thought themſelves obliged ro communicate with. It muſt be 
certainly ſome great miſtake in their judgments muſt lead them 
to this; (for I am by no means ey ro ne it to paſſion 
and evil deſigns) and our of the hearty defire I have, if poſſible, 
to give ſatisfaction in this matter, I ſhall endeavour to ſearch 
to the bottom of this dangerous miſtake, to which we owe {o 
much of our preſent diſtractions and fears. 

But for the better preventing all miſ-underſtanding the deſign 
of my Diſcourſe, I defire it may be conſidered 

1. That I ſpeak not of the Separation or diſtin Communi- 
on of whole Churches from each other 3 which according to the 
Scripture, Antiquity and Reaſon, have a juſt Right and Power 
to Govern and Reform themſelves. By whole Churches, I mean, 
the Churches of ſuch Nations, which upon the decay of the Reo- 
man Empire, reſumed their juſt Right of Government to them- 
ſelves, and upon their owning Chriſtianity, incorporated into 
one Chriſtian Society, under the ſame common ties and Rules 
of Order and Government. Such as the Church of Macedonia 
would have been, if from being a Roman Province it had be- 
come a Chriſtian Kingdom, and the Churches of Theſſalorica, 
Philipps and the reſt had united together. And {© the ſeveral 
Churches of the Lydia» or Procon/ular Aſia, if they had been uni- 
ted in one Kingdom, and Governed by the ſame Authority, 
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under the Game Rules, might have been w_ called the Lydian 
Church, Juſt as ſeveral Families uniting make one Kingdom, 
which at firſt had a diſtin& and independent Power, but it 
would make ftrange confuſion in the world to reduce _ 
doms back again to Families, becauſe at firſt they were made 
up of them. - Thus National Churches are National Societies 
of Chriſtians, under the ſame Laws of Government and Rules 
of Worſhip. For the true notion of a Chxrch is no more than 
of a Society of men united together for their Order and Go- 
vernment according to the Rules of the Chriſtian Religion. 
And.-it is a great miſtake, to make the notion of a Charch bare- 
ly to relate to As of worſhip; and conſequently that the ade- 
quate notion of a Church, is as Aſſembly for Divine Worſhip ; by 
which means they appropriate the name of Churches to particu- 
tar Congregations. Whereas, if this held true, the Church 
muſt be diſſolved as ſoon as the Congregation is broken up ; but 
if they retain the nature of a Church, when they do not meet 
rogether for Worſhip, then there is ſome other bond that unites 
them ; and whatever that is, it conſtitutes the Church. And 
if there be one Catholick Church conſiſting of multitudes of 
particular Churches conſenting in one Faith ; then why may 
there not be one National Church from the conſent in the ſame 
Articles of Religion, and the ſame Rules of Government and 


' Order of Worſhip? Nay, if it be mutual conſent and agree- 


ment which makes a Church, then why may not National So- 
cieties agreeing together in the ſame Faith, and under the ſame 
Government and Diſcipline, be as truly and properly a Church, 
as any particular Congregation > For, is not the Kingdom of 
France as truly a Kingdom conſiſting of ſo many Provinces z 


Rob. Ceenalis as the Kingdom of Tvetor once was in Normandy, which confiſted 
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of a very ſmall territory > Among the Athenians, from whom 


the uſe of the word 'Ex«a»7ia came into the Chriſtian Church, 


it was taken for ſuch an Aſſembly, which had the Power of Gover- 


»ing and determining matters of Religion as well as the affairs of 
State, For the Senate of 500 being diſtributed into fifties ac- 
cording to the number of the Tribes, which ſucceeded by courſe 
through the year ; and was then called TgJarson gan , every 
one of theſe had four Nw *Exxanria, Regular Aſſemblies; in 
the laſt cf which, an account of the Sacrifices was taken and of 
other matters which concerned Religion 3 as in the Comitia Ca- 

| lata 
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the of the ſingle Exxayci 
but the General Meeting of the Magiſtrates of the whole Civ? 
and the People together, And in this ſenſe I hall ſhew after- 
wards, word was 


mean, that Society of Chriſtian People which in this Nation *: 35 


of Government, and Rules of Divine Worſhip. And every b _ = 


Governing it ſelf, and of reforming Errours ia Doctrine and 
Corruptions in Worſhip. ; | | 
On which Ground, we are acquitted from the imguration of 
Schiſm in the tion from the Roman Church, for we one- 
ly reſume our juſt Rights, as the Britiſh Nation did, as to Civil 
Government, upon the Ruine of the Roman Empire. 

. 2, 1 do not intend to ſpeak of the Terms upon which Per: 
ſons are to be admitted among us to the Exerciſe of the Fant;. 
on of the 1Gniftery ; but of the Terms of Lay-communion ; i. e, 
choſe which are neceſlary for all Berfons to joyn in our Prayers 
and Sacraments and other Offices of Divine Worſhip. 1 will 
not fay, there hath been -a great deal of Art uſed to confound 


theſe two, (and it is ealie to diſcern.to what purpoe it is;) but 


I dare ſay, the Peoples not underſtanding the difference of theſe 
two Cales hath been a occaſion of the preſent Separation. 
For in the ] ent of ſome of the moſt impartial men of the 
Diſlenters at this day, although they think the caſe of the a4. 
niſters very hard on the account of Swb/criptions and Declarations 
required of them ; yet they confeſs very little is to be ſaid on 
che behalf of the People, from whom none of thoſe things are 
required. So that the People are condemned in their Separa- 
tion, by their own Teachers; but how they can preach law- 
fully to \-> Yom who commit a fault in bearing them, I do not 
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3. I do not confound bare /»/ſpending Communion in ſome parts- 


eular Rites, which perſons do modeſtly ſcruple, and uſing it in 
what they judge to be lawfull ; with either rota, or at leaſt or- 
dinary forbearance of Communion in what they judge to be lawfull ; and 
proceeding to the forming of Separate Congregations, 3. e, under other 
Teachers, and | other Rules than what the eſtabliſhed Religi- 


on allows. Ana this is the preſent caſe of Separation which I 
intend to conſider, and to make the fnfulneſs and miſchief of it 
appear. 


But that I may doe it more convincingly, I will not make 
the difference wider than it is; but lay down impartially the 
fate of the preſent Controverlte between us and our 4iſſenting 
Brethren, about Communicn with our Churches. 

Peace-offe=-" 1, They unanimouſly confeſs they find no fault with the 
_—_— Doftrine of our Church, and can freely fubſcribe to all the Doftri- 
Congregatio- 741 Articles ;, nay they profefs greater zeal for many of them, thay, 
nal Party, fay Fo of our own Preachers do, Well then ! The caſe is 
A. D. 1567. yaſtly diffterent as to their ſeparation from us, and our ſeparati- 
þ. 10 11-«. On from the Church of Rome 3 for we declare, if there were no- 
fence of his £1408 Elſe amiſs among them, their Doctrines are ſuch, as we 
Cure, p. 64. Can never give our aflent to. 
Separation 2, * They generally yield, that our Parochial Churches are true 
hin, . Churches 3 and it is with theſe their Communion is required. 
50. They do not deny that we have all the eſſentials of true Chur- 
Diſcourſe ches, true Doftrine, trme Sacraments, and an implicite Covenant be- 
concerning gpeey Paſtonrs and People. And ſome of the moſt eminent of the 
—_— Congregational way have declared 3 that they look upon it as an 
Peace and Li, #7juſf calumny caſt upon them, that they look, on our Churches as no 
nity, 1692. true Churches. 
Þ- 84, 85, 86. +, Many of them declare, that they hold communion with our 
tg = (of Churches to be lawfull. Yea we are told in Print, by one then 
Baxter's De- Preſent, that A. D. 1663. divers of their Preachers in London 
fence of his met to conſider, how far it was lawfull, or their duty to communicate 
Cure, Þ. 38. with the Pariſh-Churches where they lived, in the Liturgy and Sacra- 
ments ; and that the Relatour brought in twenty Reaſons to prove that 
it is 4 duty to ſome to joyn with ſome Pariſh-Charches three times a 
year in the Lord's Supper ; after he had not onely proved it /awful 
to uſe, a Form of Prayer, and to join in the uſe of our Liturgy, but in 
the participation of the Sacrament with us 5 and no one of. the Rrethren, 


he adds, ſeemed to: diſſent, but to take the Reaſons ta be valid, Such 
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ancther meeting, we are told, they had after the Plague and Fire, at Plea for 
which they agreed that Communion with our Churches was in it ſelf laip.. Pace, Þ240« 


full and good, Who could have imagined otherwiſe, than that 
after the weight of /o many Reaſons, and ſuch a general conſent 
among them, they ſhould have all joined with us in what them- 
ſelves judged to be lawfull, and in many caſes a duty > But in- 
ſtead of this, we have rather ſince that time found them more 
inclinable to courſes of ſeparation, filling the people with grea- 
ter prejudices againſt our Communion, and gathering them in- 
to fixed and ſeparate Congregationsz which have proceeded to 
the choice of new Paſtours upon the death of old ones 3 and 
except ſome very few, ſcarce any, either of their Preachers or 
People here, come ordinarily to the publick Congregations. 
And this is that which at preſent we lament as a thing which 
unavoidably tends to our common ruine, if not in time preven- 
ted ; for by this means the hearts of the People are alienated 
from each other, who apprehend the differences to be much 

reater than their Teachers will allow, when they are put to 

eclare their minds; and our common enemies take as;much 
advantage from our differences, as if they were really far grea- 
ter than they are. 

But you may ask, what then are the grounds of the preſent 
Separation ? for that there is ſuch a thing is diſcernible by all, 
but what the reaſons of it are is hard to underſtand after theſe 
conceſſions; yet it is not conceivable that conſcientious men 
can in ſuch a juncture of affairs perſiſt in ſo obſtinate and de- 
ſtructive a courſe of ſeparation, unleſs they had ſomething at 
laſt fic to anſwer the :wenty Reaſons of their own Brethren againſt 
it ? 

I have endeavoured to give my ſelf fatisfattion in a matter 
of fo great moment to the Peace and Preſervation of this 
Church, and conſequently of the Proteſtant Religion among 
us 3 which I never expe to ſee- ſurvive the deſtruction of the 
Church of England. 

And the utmoſt I can find in the beſt Writers of the ſeveral 
Parties, amounts to theſe two things. 

1. That although they are in a ſtate of ſeparation from our Church, 
yet this ſeparation 1s no ſin, 

2. That a ſtate of Separation would be a ſin, but notwithſtanding 
their meeting in different places, yet they are not in a ſtate of iy 1 
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Diſcourſe 
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Atid herein fies the whole ſtrength of che ſeveral Pleas at 
this day made uſe of to juſtifie the Syparare Congregation: : both 
which I ſhall now examine. 

r. Some plead, that it is true they have diftinft and ſeparate 
Communions from us, but it is no fin, or culpable ſeparation ſo to have. 
For, ſay they, Owr Lord Chriſt inſtituted onely Congregational Chur- 
thes, or particular Aſſemblies for Divine Worſhip, which having the 
fole Church power in themſelves, they are under no obligation of Com- 
munion with other Churches, but onely to preſerve Peace and Chari 
with them, And to this doQtine, others of late approach ſo 
near, that they tell us, that to deviſe new ſpecies of Churches (be- 
youd Parochial or Congregational) without God's Authority, and to ims- 


way of Con- poſe them on the world (yea in his _ and = all Diſſenters Schiſ- 
cord, A. D. watichs, is 4 far worſe # ion, than to or impoſe new Cere-« 
2680. þ. 111. oomies or Litargies, tick mat ſuppoſe —_ Chur- 
ches to be ſo much the Inſtitution of Chriſt, that any other 
Conſtitution above theſe is both unlawfull and infupportable. 
Which is more than the Independent Brethren themſelves do 


But to clear the praRtice of Separation from being a fin on this 
account, two things are neceflary to be done. 
+, To prove that a Chriſtian hath no obligation to external 
Communion beyond a Congregational Church, 
2. That it is lawfull to break off Communion with other 
Churches, to ſet up a particular independent Church. 
1. That 4 Chriſtian hath no obligation to external Communion be- 
Love, O&' youd a particular Congregational Church, They do not deny, that 
Þ- 4915 wen by Baptiſm ave admitted into the Catholick viſible Church as Mem- 
Þ 5 bers of it 5, and that there ought to be a fort of Communion by mutual 
Love among all that belong to this Body: and to doe them Right, 
they declare that they hook wpon the Church of England, « the Gene- 
rality of the Nation profeſſing Chriſtianity, to be 4s ſound and bealth- 
full a part of the Catholick Church, as any in the World, But then 

Þ 59 they (ay, Communion in Ordinances muſt be onely im ſuch Churches as 
Chrift himſelf inflituted by unalterable Rules, which were anely parti- 
calar and Congregational Churches. 


Evangelical 


Granting this to be true, how doth it hence appear not to 


be a fin to ſeparate from our Parochial Churches 3; which ac- 
their concefſions have all the Eflencials of true 
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divide thoſe Churches, which for all that we can (ee, are of 
the Gme nature with the Churches planted by the Apoſtles at 
Corinth, Philippi or Theſſalouica ? But I muſt needs oy Potter, 
have never yet ſeen any tolerable proof, that the Churches 
planted by the Apoſtles were limited to Congregations. It is 
poſlible, at firſt, there might be no more Chriſtians in one Ci- 
than could meet in one Aſſembly for Worſhip 3 but where 
doth it appear, that when they multiplied into more Congregati- 
es, they did make ew and diftini# Churches, under new Of 
cers with a Separate Power of Government ? Of this, I am well 
aſſured, there is no mark or footſtep in the New Teſtament, or 
the whole Hiſtory of the Primitive Church. I do not think it 
will appear credible to any conſiderate man, that the 5900 
Chriſtians in the Church of 7er»/alem made one feved and fixed 
Congregation for divine Worſhip 5 not if we make all the allowances 
for #ravgers which can be deſired : but if this were granted,where 
are the unalterable Rules that as ſoon as the company became 
too great for one particular Aſſembly, they muſt become a new 
Church under peculiar Officers and an independent Authority 2 
It is very ſtrange, that thoſe who contend ſo much for the 
Scriptures being a perfect Rule of all things A qo to Wor- 
thip and Diſcipline, ſhould be able to produce nothing in fo 
ry a Point. If that of which we reade the cleareſt in- 
ſtances in Scripture, muſt be the ſtandard of all future Ages, 
much more might be ſaid for limiting Churches to private Fa- 
milies, than to particular Congregations, For, do we not reade of 
the Church that was in the Hewſe of Priſcilla and Aquila at Rome z 
of the Church that was in the Houſe of Nymphas at Coloſſe; and 
m the Howſe of Philemon at Laodicea > Why then ſhould not 
Churches be reduced to pericaly Families, when by that means 
they may fully joy Liberty of their Conſciences, and a- 
void the ſcandal of breaking the Laws > Bur if, notwithſtan- 
ding ſuch plain examples, men will extend Churches to Congre- 
gations of many Families 5 why may not others extend Churches to 
thoſe Societies which confiſt of many Congregations ? Eſpecially 
conſidering, that the Apoſtles when they inſtituted Churches, 
did appoint ſuch Officers in them, as had not barely a reſpe& 
to thoſe already converted, but to as many as by their means 
ſhould be added to the Church ; as Clemens affirms in his Epi- 
{tle ; The Apoſtles, ſaith he, went abont in Cities and Countries prea- 
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ching the Goſpel , and appointed their Firſt-fruits, having made a ſpi- 
ritual trial of them, for Biſhops and Deacons, 8 worn mew/e, 
of thoſe who were to believe. From hence the number of Converts 
were looked on as an acceſſion to the Original Church, and 
were under the care and Government of the Biſhop and Pres- 
byters, who were firſt ſettled there. For although when the 
Churches increaſed, the occaſional meetings were frequent in 
ſeveral places; yet ſtill there was but ove Charch, and one Altar, 
and one Baptiſtery, and one Biſhop, with many Presbyters aſſiſting 
him. And this is (o very plain in Antiquity, as to the Chur- 
ches planted by the Apoſtles themſelves in feveral parts, that 
none but a great ſtranger to the Hiſtory of the Church can ever 
Unicuique ci» call it in queſtion. Tam ſure Calvin, a perſon of great and de- 
Hikes 41 37- ſerved reputation among our Brethren, looks upon this as a 
regio, que Matter out of diſpute among learned men, that a Church did 
Presbyteros not onely take in-the Chriſtians of a whole City, but of the 
#nde ſumeret, adjacent Countrey too : and the contrary opinion is a very no- 
& Pyar vel and late fancy of ſome among us, and hath not age enough 
Als accenſe. tO plead a Preſcription. Ir is true, after ſome time in the grea- 
retur, Calvin. ter Cities, they had diſtin& places allotted, and Presbyters fix- 
Tifiit. 1. 4 ed among them; and ſuch allotments were called 73tles at Rome, 
© 42 and Lane at Alexandria, and Pariſhes in other places 3 but theſe 
were never thought then to be new Churches, or to have any 
independent Government in themſelves z but were all in ſub- 
jection to the Biſhop and his College of Presbyters, of which 
multitudes of examples might be brought from moſt authentick 
Teſtimonies of Antiquity ; if a thing ſo evident needed any 
proof at all. And yet this diſtribution even in Cities was ſo 
uncommon in thoſe elder times, that Epiphanizs takes notice of 
it as an extraordinary thing at Alexandria; and therefore it is 
probably ſuppoſed there was no ſuch thing in all the Cities of 
Petav. net. in Crete in his time. And if we look over the ancient Canons of 
Epiphan. the Church, we ſhall find two things very plain in them ; 
pn T- (x) That the notion of a Church was the ſame with chat of a 
rae 's. Dioceſe; or ſuch anumber of Chriſtians as were under the in- 
Conſtan. c. 6. ſpe&tion of a Biſhop. (z.) That thoſe Presbyters who rejeed 
Chalced. 17. rhe Authority of their Biſhop, or affected ſeparate a. 
RY _ ,. Where no fault could be found with the Doctrine of a Church, 
Codex Ecct, were condemned of Schiſm. So the followers of Exſtathins Se- 
Afric.c. 53+ baſtenus, who withdrew from the publick Congregations on 
E. $5, pretence 


[17] 


ence of greater fanity and purity, in Paphlagonie, were Concil;Gangr:. 
ad by the Council at Gargre; ſo were thoſe who ſe: «. 5: : 
parated from their Biſhops, though otherwiſe never ſo ortho- 
dox, by the Council at Conſtantinople, and the Council at Car- Concil. Conſt; 
thage ; wherein before S. Cyprian had fo juſtly complained of « $-, 
the Schiſm-of Felici//ime and his Brethren, who on pretence of _ _ 
ſome diſorders in the Church of —_ had withdrawn to cyprian. =p. 
the Mountains ; and there laid the Foundation of the Novatian 40, 42. 
Schiſm. But when falſe Dorine was impoſed on Churches, Theod. Eect: 
as by the Arian Biſhops at Antioch, then the people were excu- _ rg 
ſed in their ſeparation ; ſo at Rome when Felix was made Br c. 19, M 
ſhop ; and at Sirmium when Photinus publiſhed his Herefie 3 but Vincent.c.16, 
I do not remember one inſtance in Antiquity, wherein /epara- 
tion from Orthodox Biſhops and (etting up Meetings without their 
Authority and againſt their conſent, was acquitted from the fin 
of Schiſm. Indeed ſome Biſhops have ſometimes refuſed Com- 
munion with others upon great miſdemeanours ; as Theognoſtue 
and S. Martin with the Ithacian party on the account of the 
death of Pri/cillia»; but this doth not at all reach to the caſe 
of Presbyters —_ from Biſhops, with whom they agree 
in the ſame Faith. The followers of S. Ch1/otame, did, I con- 
feſs, continue their ſeparate Meetings after his baniſhment, and 
the coming in of Hick : but although they withdrew in his 
time, being unſatisfied in the manner of his choice ; yet when. 
Atticus reſtored the name of S. Chry/oſtome to the Diptzchs of the 
Charch, they returned to communion with their Biſhop, as 
S. Chryſoſtome himſelf adviſed them (as appears by Paladins) Baron. 4.D,. 
which is far from juſtifying the wilfull ſeparation of Presbyters 494+ 1-441: 
and People from the Communion of their Biſhops, when they do #** ** 47+ 
agree in the ſame Faith, 

2, But ——_ the firſt Churches were barely congregational, 
by reaſon of the ſmall number of Believers at that time, yer 
what obligation Nes upon us to diſturb the Peace of the Church we live 
in to reduce Churches to their Infant-ſtate ? They do not think it 
neceſſary to reduce the firſt Community of Goods, which was far 
more certainly praiſed, than congregational Churches ; th 
do not think it neceſſary to. waſh one anothers feet, although Joh-123. 14«- 
Chriſt did it, and bad his Diſciples dve as he did > they believe 
that the firſt civil Government: was appointed by God himſelf 
over.Families z do they therefore think: themſelves bound to 
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overthrow Kingdoms to bring things back to their firſt inflice- 
tion ? I not, why ſhall the Peace of the Church be in ſo much 
worſe a condition than that of the Civil-ſtate? Tr is very un- 
certain whether the Primitive Form were ſuch as they fanſie ; 
if it were, it is more uncertain whether it were not {o from the 
circumſtances of the times, than from any inſtitution of Chrift ; 
but it is moſt certainly our duty to = erve Peace and Uni 

among Chriſtians ; and it is impoſſible {o to doe if men brea 

all Orders in pieces for the fancy they have taken up of a Pri- 
mirive Platform. It is a great fault among ſome who pretend 
to great nicene(s in ſome poſirive Duties, that they have (o litcle 
regard tO comparative Duties : For that which may 'be a duty in 
one caſe, when it comes to thwart a greater duty, may be none. 
This Doctrine we learn from our blefled Saviour in the caſe of 
the obligation of the Sabbath 3 which he makes to yield to du- 
ties of Mercy. And can we think that a duty lying upon us, 
which in our circumſtances makes a far gue uty impracti- 
cable? Is there any thing Chriſt and his Apoſtles have charged 
more upon the Conſciences of all Chriſtians, than ſtudying to 


Rom. 14- 19- preſerve Peace and Unity among Chriſtians > This is that we 
1 Thefl.4.11. ft follow after, even when it ſeems to fly from us ; this is-thar, 


Phil. 3. 15. 


we muſt apply our minds to, and think it our honowy to promote; this 
is that whickt the moſt perfeft Chriſtians are the moſt zealous for ;, 


NN. 2. 
Eph 4 2, 3-this is that, for the fake of which we are commanded to-prac- 


Heb. 13: 17. 


tiſe meckneſs, humility, patience, ſelf-denial and ſubmiſſion to Gover- 
OUTS. after all this, can we imagine the attaining of ſuch 
an end ſhould upon mens conjectures, whether five 
thouſand Chriſtians in times of perſecution could make one 
Aſſembly for Worſhip > Or whether all-the Chriſtians in Ephe- 
ſu or Corinth made. but one Congregation > On what terms can 
we ever hope for Peace in the Church, if ſuch Notions as theſe 
be ground enough to diſturb it > What ſtop can be put to 
Schiſms and Separations, if ſuch pretences as theſe be ſufficient 
to juſtifie them > Men may pleaſe themſelves in talking of 
preſerving Peace and Love under feparate Communions ; but our 
own (ad experience ſhews the contrary ; for as nothing tends 
more to unite. mens hearts than joyning t er in the ſame 
Prayers and Sacraments ; ſo nothing doth more alienate mens 
affetions, than withdrawing from each other into ſeparate 
Congregations. 'Which tempts ſome - to ſpiritual _—_ 

orn 
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ſcorn and contempt of others, as of a more carnal and worldhy 
Church than themſelves 3 and provokes others to lay open the 
follies and indiſcretions and immoralities of thoſe who pretend 
to ſo much Purity and Spirituality above their Brethren, 


5. Others confeſs, that to live in a ſtate of ſeparation from ſuch True way of 
that Concord, 


, Part3,ch. 1, 


Churches, as many at leaſt of ours are, were a ſin; tor they ſay, 


cauſeleſs renouncing Communion with true Churches ts Schiſm , eſpeci- 546, 40. 


ally if it be joined with ſetting up Anti-Churches unwarrantably againſt 
them ; but this they deny that they doe, alchough they Preach 
when and where it is forbidden by Law 3 and worſhip God, and 
adminiſter Sacraments by other Rules and after a di t man- 
ner than what our Church requires. - This is not dealing with 
us with that fairneſs and in my which our former Brethren 
uſed ; for they avow the fa&t of ſeparation, but deny it to be 
ſinfull; theſe owning it to be (infull, have ho other refuge left 
but to deny the fat, which is evident to ail Perſons. For do 
they not doe the very ſame things and in the ſame manner , 
that the-others doe; how comes.it then to be ſeparation in ſome 
and not in others > They are very unwilling to confels a /epa- 
ration, becauſe they have formerly condemned it with great ſe- 
verity ; and yet they doe the {ame things for which they char- 
ged others as guilty of a ſinfull ſeparation. 

For, the Aſſembly of Divines urged their diſſemting Brethren to 
comply with their Rules of Church-Government, and charged them 
with Schiſm if they did it not 3 whereas they onely deſired to 
enjoy ſuch liberty as to their /eparate Congregations , as is now 


pleaded for by our diſſenting Brethren. This, ſay they, would give Papers for 


countenance to a perpetual Schiſm and Diviſion in the Church , ſtill 


*COmme- 
drawing away ſome from the Charches under the Rule, which alſo would —_ 


48. 


breed irritations between the Parties ;, and would introduce all manner p. 16. 


of Confuſion, And they thought it a very unreaſonable thing for 2: 20, 21. 


them to deſire d5/tinft and ſeparate Congregations, as to thoſe parts of 
worſhip where they conld join in Communion with them : and they 
thought no Perſon was to be indulged as to any Erronr or Scru- 
ple of Conſcience, but with this Proviſo, that in all other parts of 
worſhip they join with the Congregation wherein they live, and be un- 
der the Government to be eſtabliſhed. To this the difſenting 
Brethren anſwered, that ſuch a' variation, or forbearance, conld nei- 
ther be a Schiſm, nor endanger it ; and that the great cauſe of Schiſm 
hath been a ſtrift obligation of all to wv that as long as in 

their 


P. 33. 


P. 35 


prin- 


P.56. 


P. 7. 
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their ſeparate Congregations they did prattiſe moſt of the ſame things, 
and the moſt ſubſtantial in their Rule, it could not be called a total 
ſeparation, eſpecially conſidering , that they profeſſed their Churches to 
be true Churches ;, and that they had occaſional Communion with them , 
which is the very ſame Plea made uſe of at this day among us. 
To which the Aſſemblies party ſmartly replied, rhar ſince they 
acknowledged their Churches to be jo true, that they could occaſionally 
join in all Atts of worſhip , they conceived they were bound to att with 
them in joint Communion by one Common Rule , and not by different 
Rules and in ſeparated Congregations. And they add, that to leave 
all ordinary Communion in any Church with diſlike, when oppoſition or 
offence offers it ſelf, is to ſeparate from ſuch a Church in the Scripture 
ſenſe 5, ſuch ſeparation was not in being in the Apoſtles times, unleſs it 
were uſed by falſe Teachers z, all who profeſſed Chriſtianity held Com- 
munion together, as in one Church, notwithſt anding differences of fudge- 
ment, or corruptions in Prafticez and that, if they can hold occaſional 
Commanion without ſin, they know no reaſon why - it may not be ordin 
without {in too, and then ſeparation would be needleſs, To which 
they ſubjoin theſe remarkable words , which I heartily wiſh 
our Brethren at this day would think ſeriouſly upon, 7o ſeparate 
from thoſe Churches ordinarily and viſibly with whom occaſionally you 
may join without fin , ſeemeth to be a moſt unjuſt ſeparation, 0 ts 
whatever falſe colours and pretences ſome men make uſe of to 
juſtifie their preſent pratice-, if the judgement of their own 
Brethren may be taken upon the moſt weighty debate, and 
moſt ſerious deliberation , it is no better than plain and down- 
right /eparation. And, I muſt needs fay, I never ſaw any Cauſe 
more weakly defended, no, not that of Polygamy and Anabap- 
tiſm, than that of thoſe, who allow it to be lawfull to join in 
mmunion with us, and yet go about to vindicate the ſeparate 
Meetings among us, from the guilt of a ſinfull ſeparation, For 
although they allow owr Churches to be true , and that it is lawfult 
to communicate with them , which is the moſt plauſible Plea t 
have, this is ſo far from extenuating, that it doth aggravate the 
fault; for as the Brethren of the Aſſembly ſaid, Though they do 
not pronounce an affirmative fudgement againſt us; yet the very ſepa- 
rating 1s 4 tacit and praftical condemning of our Churches, if not as 
alſe, yet as impure. 
4 But whatever may be ſaid as to other Pleas for their preſent 
practices, my Text ſeems to afford the ſtrongeſt of all , viz, 


that 
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that men are to be preſſed to go no farther than they have alrea- 
dy attained, and not to be ſtrained up to an wniformity beyond 
the dictates of their Conſciences, but to be let alone, as the 
Apoſtle dire&s in the foregoing verſe, If any one be otherwiſe min- 
ded, he muſt be left to God, and that manifeſtation of his will 
which he will be pleaſed to give him. 

The clearing of this will give a full anſwer to the ſecond en- 
quiry, viz. ; 

2. What ts to be done, if men cannot come up to the Rule preſcribed. 

To this therefore I anſwer in theſe particulars. 

1. This can never juſtifie men in not doing what they lawfully may 
dee, For this Rule of the Apoſtle makes Communion neceſla- 
ry, as far as it is lawfull ; and that upon the account of the ge- 
neral obligation lying upon all Chriſtians to doe what in them 
lies for preſervation of the Peace of the Church. Therefore as 
far as ye have attained walk by the ſame Rale, doe the ſame things ;, 
which words, ſaith Cajetan, the Apoſtle ſubjoins to the former, 
leſt the perſons he there ſpeaks to ſhould think themſelves ex- 
cuſed from going as far as they can as tothe ſame Rule. Which 
plainly ſhews that men are bound in Conſcience to go as far as 
they can; and I cannot ſee how it is conſiſtent with that tex- 
aderneſs of Conſcience which our Brethren pretend to, for ſo ma- 
ny of them to live ſo many years in a negle& of that Commu- 
nion with our Church, which themſelves judge to be lawfull. 

I dare ſay, if moſt of the Preachers at this day in the /eparate 
Meetings were ſoberly asked their judgments, whether it were 
lavfall for the People to join with us in the publick Aflem- 
blies, they would not deny it; and yet the People that frequent 
them, generally judge otherwiſe. For it is not to be ſuppoſed, 
that faction among them ſhould ſo commonly prevail beyond 
intereſt ; and therefore if they thought it were la for 
them to comply with the Laws, they would doe it. But why 
then is this kept up as ſuch a mighty ſecret in the breaſts of 
their Teachers > Why do they not preach it to them in their 


CHIN Is it for fear, they ſhould have none left to 
preach to? that is not to be imagined of mortified and conſci- 
_ _=_ Is : leſt vr ſeem to condemn themſelves, 

while they preach againſt Separation in a Separate Congregation ? 
TR 1 rt, es ems 
mind in fuch a caſe, may out of —_ 7 —— he 
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from declaring a Truth which flies in his face, while he ſpeaks it. 

Is it that they fear the reproaches of the People > which ſome 
few of the molt eminent Perſons among them, have found they 
muſt undergo if they touch upon this Subje& (for I know not 
bow it comes to paſs, that the moſt Godly People among them, 
can the leaſt endure to be told of their faults.) Bur is it not as 

Gal. x. 10. plainly written by S. Paul, If I yet pleaſe men I ſhould net be the 
Servant of Chriſt ; as Woe be unto me if I preach not the Goſpel ? If 
they therefore would acquit themſelves like honeſt and conſci- 
entious men, let them tell the people plainly that they look on 
our Churches as true Churches, and that they may lawfully communicate 
with us in Prayers and Sacraments; and I do not queſtion but in 
time, if they find it lawfull, they will judge it to be their Duty. 
For it is the Apoſtles command ere, Whereto we have already at- 

* tained let us walk by the ſame Rule, let u4 mind the ſame things, 

2. If the bare diſſatisfaftion of mens Conſciences do juſtifie the law- 
fulneſs of Separation, and breaking an eſtabliſhed Rule, it were to little 
purpoſe to make any Rule at all. Becauſe it is impoſſible to make 
any, which ignorant and injudicious men ſhall not apprehend 
to be in ſome thing or other againſt the dictates of their Conſc:- 
ences, But becauſe what we ſay may not weigh ſo much with 
them in this matter, as what was ſaid on this Occaſion by their 
own Brethren in the Aſſembly, I ſhall give an account of their 
7udgement in this matter. 

The &iſſenting Brethren were not ſo much wanting to their 
Cauſe, as not to plead tenderneſs of Conſcience with as much ad- 
vantage and earneſtneſs as any men now can doe it. To which 
they anſwer, 

Papers for 1, That though tenderneſs of Conſcience may juſtifie non- 

Accommo- communion in the thing ſcrupled, yer it can never juſtifie Se- 

dation, p. $1. paration. 

Fe PO We much doubt, ſay they, whether ſuch tenderneſs of Conſcience, 
as ariſeth out of an opinion, cui poteſt ſubeſle fallum, (which may 
be falſe) when the Conſcience is ſo tender, that it may be withall an 
erring Conſcience, can be a ſufficient ground to juſtifie ſuch a material 
Separation, as our Brethren plead for 3 For though it may bind, to for- 
bear or ſuſpend the Aft of Communion in that particular wherein men 
conceive they cannot hold Communion without fin (nothing being to be 
done contrary unto Conſcience) yet it doth not bind to follow ſuch a poſitive 
preſcript as poſſibly may be divers from the Will and Counſel of God, of 

which 


4 
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which kind we conceive this of gathering Separated Churches out of 
other true Churches to be one, 


2. That it is endlefs ro hope to give ſatisfaQtion toerring Con- P. 66. 


ſciences. The Grownds, ſay they, #pon which this Separation is de- 
fired, are ſuch upon which all other poſſible ſcruples which erring Con- 
feiences may in any other caſes be ſubjett unto, may claim the privi- 
lege of a like Indulgence, And ſo this Toleration being the firſt, ſhall 
indeed but lay the Fonndation and open the gap, whereat as many divi- 
ſions in the Church, as there may be ſcruples in the minds of men, ſhall 
pon the ſelf ſame equity be let in, And again, that this will make 
way for infinite diviſions and ſub-diviſions and give Conntenance to a 
perpetual Schiſm, and Diviſion in the Charch, 

3. That ſcruple of Conſcience is NO protettion againſt Schiſm z, no 
cauſe of Separating ; nor doth it take off canſeleſs Separation from be- 
ing Schiſm, which may ariſe from Errours of Conſcience as well as car- 
nal and corrupt Reaſons ;, and therefore they conceive the cauſes of St- 
paration muſt be ſhewn to be ſuch as EX Natura rei will bear it our, 

4. That the Apoſtle notwithſtanding the difference of mens 7u 
ments did preſcribe Rules of Uniformity. For, (ay they, they ro 2 
the contentions of men by the cuſtome of the Churches of God, 1 Cor. 11. 
16. and ordain the ſame prattice in all the Churches, notwithſtanding our 
Brethrens diſt inftion of difference of light, 1 Cor. 7.17. And did not the 
Apoſtles bind the burthen of ſome neceſſary things on the Churches, al- 
beit there were in thoſe Churches gradual differences of light ? 

5. That the Apoſtle by this Rule in the Text, did not intend to allow 
Brethren who agree in all ſubſtantials of Faith and Worſhip, to ſeparate 
from one another, in thoſe very ſubſtantials wherein they agree, Is this, 
lay they, to walk by the ſame Rule, and to mind the ſame things, to 
ſeparate from Churches in thoſe very things wherein we agree with them ? 
We defire no more of them than we are confident was prattiſed by the 
Saints at Philippi, namely to hold prattical Communion in things where- 
#4 they doitrimally agree, | 

6. That there is a great deal of difference between Tyranny over 
mens Conſciences, and Rules of Uniformity, For the diſſenting Bre- 
thren Charged the Aſſembly, with ſetting up an Uniformity for Uni- 
formity's ſake, 1. E. affetting Uniformity ſo much, as not to regard mens 
Conſtiences ,, and without reſpett had to the varieties of Light in mat- 
ters of a leſſer nature ; which, {ay they, will prove a perfeFt tyranny, 
and it us in effeft to ſtretch a low man to the ſame length with a taker, 
&7 I Cit 4 tall man to the ſtature of one that is low, for Uniformity s 
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ſake. To which the others anſwer, That they do not deſire Unifar- 
mity for the ſake of Tyranny, but onely for order, and order for Edi- 
fication, But for ought they could perceive, any thing that is One muſt 
be judged the foundation of Tyranny (which are their own words.) 
As to variety of light, they deſired their Brethren to anſwer them in 
this one thing, whether ſome muſt be denied liberty of their Conſcience 
in matter of praftice, or none ? If none, then, {ay they, we maſt re- 
nounce our Covenant and let in Prelaty again; and all others ways ;, if 
a aenial of liberty unto ſume may be juſt, then Vniformity may be ſcr- 
tled notwithſtanding variety of lights, without any Tyranny at all, As 
to their fimilitnde, they grant it to be pretty and plauſible ;, but ſuch 
arguments are popular and inartificial, having more of flouriſh than 
ſnbſtance in them. For did not they endeavonr to raiſe lower Churches 
to a greater height ? would they permit other Charch Governments if it 
were in their power, becauſe men muſt not for Uniformity s ſake be pa- 
red or ſtretched to the meaſure of other men ? would they endure the 
lower ſuckers at the root of their tree to grow till they had killed the tree 
it ſelf ? Ad populum phaleras. 

From whence we fee the Church of England's endeavour after 
Uniformity 15 acquitted from Tyranny over the Conſciences of 
men by the Judgement of the moſt learned of the Aſemby of D;- 
vines; for ſuch we do not queſtion they choſe to manage this 
debate, upon which the turn of their whole affairs depended. 

3. A wilfull Errour or miſtake of Conſcience doth by no means ex- 
cuſe from ſim, Thus if a man think himſelf bound to divide the 
Church by a ſinful Separation z, that Separation is nevertheleſs a ſn 
for his thinking himſelf bound to doe it. For S. Paul thonght 
himſelf bound to doe many things againſt the name of Jeſus of Naza- 
reth, yet he calls himſelf a blaſphemer and the greateſt of ſinners, 
for what he did under that obligation of Conſcience. The 7ems 
thought themſelves bound in Conſcience to dee God ſervice, but it 
was a horrible miſtake, when they took killing the Apoſtles to be 
any part of it. From whence it appears, that men may doe ve- 

bad things, and yet think themſelves bownd in Conſcience to doe 
7 um I do not e infer that the pretence of Conſcience 15 
not to be r , becauſ(e-it may be abuſed to (o ill purpoſes; 
for no man that hath any Conſcience will {peak againſt the Power 
of it, and he that declares againſt it, hath no reaſon to be re- 

ded in what he faith. But that which ought to be inferred 
from hence, is, that men ought -not to reſt ſatisfied -with n 
preſent 
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preſent difates of their Conſciences, for notwithſtanding them, 
wr on commit very great ſins. I am afraid, the common 
iſtating the Caſe of an Erronews Conſcience hath done a great 
deal of Miſchief to conſcientious men, and betray'd them into 
t ſecurity, while they are aſſured they do a& according to 
their Conſciences. For the queſtion is generally put, How far an 
Erroneous Conſcience doth oblige * And when men hear that they 
muſt not a againſt their Conſciences though they be miſtaken, they 
think themſelves ſafe enough, and enquire no farther. Burt if 
they would conſider, that no man's Conſcience alters the nature 
of Good and Evil im things ; that what Ged hath made a D»ty or 
a $i remains ſo, whatever a man's Conſcience doth judge con- 
cerning them 3 that no man's Conſcience can ſtrictly oblige 
him either to omit a Duty, Or tO commit a Sin; the utmoſt Reſo- 
lution of the Caſe comes to this, That a man may be (o per- 
plexed and entangled by an erroneus Conſcience, that he may be 
under a neceſſity of (inning, if he acts either with or againſt it. 
Not that God ever puts a man under the neceſſity of ſinning, 
(for then it would be no fin to him, if it were unavoidable) 
but that by their own negle& and careleſneſs, without looking 
after due information, and running on with violent Prejudices, 
which was the caſe of S. Pas! and the ews (and I wiſh it were 
not of many Chriſtians) they may make falſe and raſh j«de- 
ments of things, -and fo ſin either in doing or not'doing what 
their Conſcience: tell them they are bound to doe. 

The moſt material Queſtion then, in the caſe of an erroneaww 
Conſcience, is, What Erroxr of Conſcience doth excuſe a man from 
Sin in following the Di&ates of it > For, if the Erroxr be whol- 
ly involuntary ; 3. e. if it be cauſed by invincible Ignorance, Or al- 
eter ating t e beſt means for due information of his RS 
though the 42 may be a fault in it (elf, yet it ſhall not be im- 
pated to him as a Sin; becauſe it wanted the conſent of the 
Mind, by which the il is determined ; but if men fall into 
Wilfull Errours of Conſcience , 4. e. if they form their Judgement: 
rather by Prejudice and Paſſion and Intereſt than from the Laws of 
Ged or juſt Rules of Conſcience ;, if they do not examine things 
fairly on both ſides, praying for divine direRion if they have 
not patience to hear any thing againſt their opinion, but run 


on blindly and *——_ they may in (o doing 4 according 


yet they may be in as great danger of 


to their Conſciences, 
commait- 
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committing heinous ſins as St. Paw! and the Jews were. Thus 
if men through the Power of an Erroneous Conſcience may think 
themſelves bound to make Schiſmr and Diviſion: in the Church, 
to diſobey Laws and to break in pieces the- Communic of that 
Church, which they are, or ought to be members of, they may 
ſatisfie themſelves that they purſue their Conſciences, and yet for 
want of due care of informing themſelves and judging aright, 
thoſe very Actions may be wi/fult and Damnable Sins, 

Nothing now remains but to make Application of what hath 
been ſaid to our own Caſe. And that (hall be to two forts of 
Perſons, 1. to thoſe who continue in the Communion of our Church, 
2. to thoſe who 4iſſent from it. 

I. To thoſe who continue in the Communion of our Church, 
Let us walk by the ſame Rule, and mind the ſame things, Let us 
ſtudy the Unity and Peace, and thereby the Honour and ſafety 
of it. While we keep to ove Rule, all People know what it is 
ro be of our Church; if men ſet up their own fancies above 
the Rule, they charge it with imperfe&ion ; if they do not 
obey the Rule, they make themſelves wiſer than thoſe that 
made it. It hath not been either the Do&#rine or Rules of our 
Church which have ever given advantage to the Enemies of it; 
but the indiſcretion of ſome in going beyond them ; and the in- 

| conſtancy of others in not holding to them. 

Such is the Parity of its Do#rine, ſuch the Loyalty of its Prin- 
ciples, fuch the 1iſedom, and Order, and Piecty of its Devotions, 
that none who are true Friends to any of thele, can be Enemies 
to it. Let us take heed we do not give too much occaſion to 
our Enemies to think the worſe of our Chxrch for our ſakes. Tt 
is eaſe to obſerve, that moſt quarrels relaring to Conſtitutions and 
Frames of Government are more againſt Perſons than things ; when 
they are unſatisfied with their management, then they blame 

Government ; but if themſelves were in place, or thoſe they 
love and eſteem, then the Government is a good thing, if it be 
in good mens hands. Thus do mens judgements vary as their 
intereſts do. 

And fo as to Churches, we find Uniformity and Order condem- 
ned as Tyramical, till men come into Power themſelves, and 

the very ſame things and Ments are uſed and thoughe 
very good and ſubſtantial, which before were weak and ſophi- 
ſtical. Thoſe who ſpeak now- moſt againſt the Aeiſree: 


over 
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P. in matters of Relig had ubſtantial Reaſons for it, Anſw. to 2 
ower gion had ten ſubſt 5 


when they thought the Magiſtrate on their own 

who now plead for Toleration, did once think it the Afother of '*5" 
Confuſion, the Nurſe of Atheiſm, the inlet of Popery, the common + 
Sink of all Errours and Hereſies. But, if there be not much to 
be ſaid againſt the Churches Conſtitution, then they are ready to 
lay load upon the Perſons of the Governowrs and Members of it ; 
and thence pretend to a neceſlity of Separation for a purer Com- 
»wniou, Let us endeavour to remove this objection, not by re- 
crimination (which is too eafie in ſuch caſes) but by living ſui- 
tably to our holy Religion, by reforming our own lives, and 
redrefling (what in us. lies) the Scandals and Diſorders of others. 
Let us by the innocency and unblameableneſs of our lives, the 
life and conſtancy of our devotions, the meekneſs and gentle- 
neſs of+»our behaviour in our own Cauſe, our Zeal and Cou- 
rage in God's, add a luſtre to our Religion and bring others to 
2 Love of our Church. 

IL. To thoſe who diſſent from our Communion, Whether they 
hear, or whether they will forbear, | cannot diſmiſs this ſubject, 
without offering ſome things to them, 

1, By way of Conſideration. 

2. By way of Advice, 

(1.) I ſhall offer theſe things to their Conſideration. 


1. Let them conſider How many things 
muſt be born with in the Conſtitution of a 
Charch , which cannot be expected in 
this World to be without Spot or Wrinkle, 
And if men will ſet themſelves onely 


They that are ruled muſt conſider, 
that the beſt Policy or Conſtitution, fo 
far as it is of man's regulating, hath de- 
fes and inconveniences, and affairs will 
be complicated ; and therefore they muſt 
not be too unyielding, but bear with whar . 


or Covers. This is the Caſe-the rigid and impraGticable Prin- 


to find faults, it is impoſſible, in this is tolerable, and not eafily remediable. 
ſtate of things, they Id ever be Ct of the ſound State of Religion, 


pleaſed. And if they ſeparate where they © 35,0578 

ſee any thing amiſs, they muſt follow his WP ciara ee. 
example who pared this Principle ſo.far, till he withdrew from 
all Society, leſt he ſhould communicate with them in their Sin z 
in which condition he continued till his Children lay dead in 
the houſe, and he became utterly unable to help himſelf; and 
becauſe no humane inventions were to be allowed about the worſhip of 
God, he had cut out of his Bible the Contents of the Chapters, and 
Titles of the Leaves, and fo left the bare Text, without Binding 


Ciples - 
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ciples of ſome would bring our Churches to, by cutting off all 
7 ron and Decency, as encroachments on the If irutions 
O wHr. 
2, I deſtte them to conſider how impoſſible it is to give ſatisfac- 
tion to all, and how many things muſt be allowed a favourable inter- 
retation in publick Conſtitutions and general Laws; which it is 
ardly poſſible fo to frame, but there will be room left for Ca- 
A Diſcourſe yils nd frown rabe Yea when the wiſeſt and beſt men have done 
of rhe 74 their utmoſt, ſome of themſelves confels, there may be diſſatisfac- 
St ib = tion ſtill and if Chriſtian Humility, Charity and Diſcretion, will then 
due Latitude. adviſe perſons to acquieſce in their private ſecmrity and freedom, and 
Set}. 19 mot to wnſettle the publick Order for their private ſatisfattion, Wh 
ſhould not men practiſe the ſame vertues themſelves 3 whic 
they do confefs, will be neceſſary for ome at laſt ? 
Wiſe and Good men will con{ider the difficulties that always 
attend publick Eſtabliſhments; and have that eſteem for Peace and 
Order, that they will bear with any thing 


Ln prod outs mop tolerable for the ſake of it. It is a very 
ficult ro deviſe a Rule or Model that hard caſe with a Church when men 


ſhall provide for all whom Equity will {ball ſet their wits to ſtrain every thing 

plead for Therefore the pen and to the worſt ſenſe, to ſtretch Laws be- 
lcice In an iuron , y 

EEE nn pou! the heenton ad de of hem 

ke ellen of England, 69%. $28. 4% obſcure paſlages in Calenders, Tranflati- 

flared 1667» ons, &c. will not diftingaiſh be- 

tween their approbation of the Uſe and 
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People from our Churches comes to be more lawfull naw, than in the 


days of owr Fathers, It hath been often and evidently proved, 
that the molt (ber and /-arned Non-conformiſt of former rimes, 


notwithſtanding their ſcruples in ſome points, yet mit*rly condemned Se- Papers of ac- 


paration from our Churches 5 mol rwyull, And t:iey looked upon _ 


wilfull and daugerous fin ; in that it is ſo far from m— the Ball againſt 


this, not as a mere com 10n fir: of hamane infirmity, but as a 


overthrow of 1ntichriſt, that it upholds and maintains hin: ; ng it 
4 renting the Charch, the diſgrace of Religion, the 14vancement of Pride, 
Schiſm and Contention, the offence of the Weak,, the grief of the Godly, 
who be better ſettled, the hardning of the Wicked, and the recovery or 
riſing again of Antichriſtianiſm ;, nay, even perſecuting the Lord feſwus 
in his Hoſt, which they revile ;, in his Ordinances, which they diſhonour z 
and in his Servants, whoſe footſteps they ſlander, whoſe Graces they de- 
ſpiſe, whoſe Office they trample upon with diſdain, Theſe are the 
very words of one of the moſt learned and judicious Non-confor- 
miſts before the Wars. And ſurely the miſchiefs that followed 


- after, could not make Separation to appear leſs odious. Was it 


a ſin? was it ſuch a fin then? And is it none now ? Either our 
Brethren at this day, do believe it to be a Sin for the People to 
ſeparate, or they do not : If not, it muſt either be, that there 
are new and harder terms of Communion, whish were not 
then z which is ſo far from being true, that they Confe(s them 
to be rather eaſter for the People : or it muſt be, that they ate 
gone off from the peaceable Principles of their Predeceſſours, 
which they are unwilling to own. If they do believe it to be 
a Si», why do they ſuffer the People to live in a known Sin ? 
Why do they encourage them by Preaching in Separate ws 4p 
ons ? For their Predeceſſowrs did not think it lawfell, muc 


Þ 


Can. Pra, 
wie =, 


leſs a Bradſhaw 


Duty, to preach when forbidden by a Law : neither did they un- 3840lt Fohns 


derſtand what warrant an ordinary Miniſter hath in ſuch a caſe by '® 
God's word, ſo to draw any Church or People to his private Miniſtery a 


$. 49.91, 
uges whole 
rmour of 


in oppoſition to the Laws and Government he lived nnder, They un- God, p. 570» 


derſtood the difference between the Apoſtles caſes and theirs 5, and 
never thought the Apoſtles Woe be unto me if I preach not the Goſpel, 
did extend to them ;, but thought that ſilenced Miniſters onght to live as 
private Members of the Church till they were reſtored, and the People 
bound to hear others, Of which there can be far leſs nd to 
diſpute, when themſelves acknowledge the Dofrine by Law elta> 
blithed to be tre and /ound, 

E z 4. Laſtly, 


a RE... en 
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' 4. Laſtly, Let me beſeech them to conſider the commer danger 
that threatens us all by means of our Diviſions, We have Adverſa- 
ries ſubtile and induſtrious enough to make uſe of all advanta- 


ges to ſerve their own ends; and there is ſcarce any other = 
theſe 


panes themſelves more from, than the continuance of 

Nothing that breaches among our ſelves : This ſome of our Brethren them- 
ar In ſelves have been aware of; and on that account have told the 
doth ” People of the danger of the Principles of Separation, as to the inte- 
ſtrongly reſt of Religion in general, and the Proteſtant Religion in particular 


rempt ſome among us. 
ſober conſci- . 


entious men to think Popery neceflary for the Concord of Churches, and a violent Church 
Government neceſſary to our Peace, as the wofull experience of the Errours and Schiſms, 
the mad and manifold Sc&s that ariſe among thoſe that are moſt againſt them. Baxter's laſt 
Anſw. to Bagſhaw, p. 30. ; 

You little know what a pernicious defign the Devil hath upon you, in perſuading you to 
defire and endeavour to pull down the intereſt of Chriſt and Religion, which is upheld in 
the Pariſh-Churches of this Land : and to think that it is beſt to bring them as low in rea- 
-lity, or reputation as you can, and to contra the religious Intereſt all into private Meetings, 
Id. þ. 31. 1s 25+ 


Certainly, Nothing would tend more to our common ſecu- 
rity than for all true and fincere Proteſtants to lay aſide their 
prejudices, and miſtakes, and to joyn heartily in Communion with 
us: which many of their Teachers at this day allow to be law- 
full. And how can they fatishie themſelves in hazarding our 
Religion by not doing that, which themſelves confeſs lawfull 
to be done ? 

(z.) But if we are not yet ripe for ſo great a mercy as a per- 

Union, yet I would intreat our Brethren to make way for 
it by hearkening to theſe following Advices. 

1. Not to give encouragement to raſh and intemperate zeal ; which 
rends all in pieces, and makes reconciliation impoſſible. Thoſe 
who ſee leaſt into things, are uſually the fierceſt contenders about 
them : and ſuch eager Diſputants are fitter to make quarrels 
than to end them ; for they can be contentious for Peace-ſake, and 
make new differences about the ways of Unity, Wiſedom and 
ſobriety, a ue judgment, a prudent temper, and freedom 
from 4 will tend more to end our differences, than 
warm tes, and long Diſputations 3 which as Greg. Nazs- 
«nzen (aid once of Councils, ſeldom have had any good end. But 
there is a more fiery ſort of zeal, and more dangerous than this 5 
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which tnay lie ſmothering for a time, till it meets with fuitable 
matter and a freer vent, and then it breaks out into a dreadfull 
flame. This we have already ſeen ſuch diſmal effects of in this 
age, that we ſhould think there were leſs need to give men 
caution againſt it again, were it not to be feared, that where 
Reaſon cannot prevail, Experience will not. All chat we can 
fay to ſuch perſons that may be like to move them, is, that if 
their b/ind zeal tranſport them, as it did Sampſon, to pull down 
the Howſe over their Heads, they will be ſure to periſh them- 
ſelves in the fall of it z but here will lie the great difference of 
the caſe, while they and their Friends periſh together, the Phi- 
iſtims without will rejoyce to make others the inſtruments to 
execute their deſigns. 

2. Net to be always complaining of their hardſhips and Perſecutions x 
as though no People had ſuffered ſo much ſince the days of Die- 
cleſian whereas the ſeverity of Laws hath been tempered with 
ſo much gentleneſs in the execution of them, that others have 
as much complained of Tnaulgence, as they of Perſecation, It 
doth not look like the Patience, and Humility, and Meekneſs of 
the Primitive Chriſtians, to make ſuch noiſe and outcries of their 
ſuffering ſo much, when they would have been rather thankfull 
that they ſuffered no more. Is this the way to Peace, to repre- 
ſent their caſe ſtill to the world in an exaſperating and provoking 
manner ? Is this the way to incline their Governovrs to more 
condeſcenſnon, to repreſent them to the People as an Ithacian perſe- 
cating Party *? Where are the Priſcilians that have been put ro 
death by their inſtigation > What do ſuch inſinuations-mean, 
but that our Bip: are the followers of Ihacius and 1dacins in 
their creltyz and they of the good and meek Bithop S. Martin, 
who refuſed Communion with them on that account ? If men 
do entertain ſuch kind thoughts of themſelves, and ſuch hard 
thoughts of their Superiore, whatever they plead for, they have 
no inclination to Peace. | 

3. Not to condemn others for that which themſelves have praftiſed, 
and think to be lawfull in their own caſes, What outcries have 
ſome made againſt the Church of England, as Cruel and Tyrani- 
cal, for expecting and requiring VUniformity ? And yet do not 
ſuch men, even at this day, contend for the Obligation of a Co- 
venant, Which binds men to endeavour after uniformity in Doftrine, 
Diſcipline and Worſhip * But they want the ingenuity of _ 

£424. 
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Judg-1-9+ beech, to reflect on the Thmwbs and the Tres, which they have 


off from others 3 and think themſelves bound to doe it again, if 
ie were in their power. Who could have been hee nn 
moder2re in this way, than thoſe who went upon the principles 


« Clarks of the di(ſenting Brethren ? And yet we are aſſured, that even in 


Aarra'ive 


of New- 
England's 


Perſccution, 


New England, when their own Church-way was by Law eſta- 
bliihed among them, they made ir no lefs than Bari/oment for 
the Anabapti ſts to ſet up other Churches among them, or for any ſecret- 


A. D. 1651. p to ſeauce others from the approbation and uſe of Inſant-baptiſm. And 


ow they have fince proceeded with the 2nakers, is very well 
known. Nay, even theſe, notwithſtanding the ſingle 1:4epen- 
dency of every man's light within him, have found it n<cella'y to 
make Rules and Orders among themſelves to govern their Socie- 
ties, to which they expe an mniform Obedience; and allow no 


See Spirit of Liberty out of the Power and Truth +, a< they love to ſpeak. From 


the Hart, 


þ 12, &c. 


abate mens great prejudices, and ro ſoften their 


all which it appears, the true Controvertie is n"t about t!:e Rea- 
ſonableneſs of Uniformity but who (hall have the Power ot pre- 
{cribing the Rw/es of it. I+ it not now a very hard cale, that 
the Charch of England mu't be loaded with bitrer reproaches, 
and expoſed to the common '1atred of all Parties for the ſake of 
that, which every one of the: would practite if it were in their 
Power ;, and think it very juſtit:able 1 to doe ? 

4. Net to inflame the Peoples heats, by making their differences with 
the Church ef England to appear to be greater than they are, Let 
them deal honeſtly and faithfu!.y with them, by letting them 
underſtand that they look on or Churches as true Churches, and 
occaſional Communion at leaſt with t!;em to be /arfult : (and it is 
hard to underſtand, if occaſional Communion he lawfull that con 
Pant Communion ſhould not be a Duty.) This were the = 9 

its, and to 

them for a cloſer Union. But if inſtead of this, they 

' vour to darken and confound things, and caſt miſts before 

their eyes, that they cannot (ce their way clear before them; 

all underftanding men wil! conclude, they prefer ſome little in- 

tereſts of their own, before the honour of Chriſt and the Peace 
.of his Church. 

5. Not to harbonr or foment unreaſonable jealonſies and ſuſpicions in 
Peoples minds concerning us, This hath been one of the moſt ſuc- 
cefgfull arts of keeying up the diſtance and prejudices that have 
been ſo great among us, viz. by private whiſpers; by _—_ 

BELLLONS, 


UM 


z 


C 33 ] 


ions, by idle ſtories, by unreaſonable interpretation of words- 
ond the intention and detign of thoſe who ſpake them. - By: 
ſuch devices as theſe, great miſchief hath been .done- among us, . 
and I am much afraid, is doing ſtill. For nothing ſers men at- 
a greater diſtance from our Charch, than the apprchending that: 
we are not hearty and ſincere in the Proteſtant C'a»/+ : which ab 
though it be a moſt groundle(s and malitious calumny, yet there 
have been ſome, who have had (© little regard to Coxſeience, or 
common ingenuity, as not onely to charge p: ticular Perſons, but 
our Church it ſelf with Marching towards P'p r39, What injuſtice, . 
what uncharitableneſs, w hat impudence is it, to faiten ſuch an: 
imputation upon a Church that hath hitherto continued (and 
long may it do fo) the chief Bulwark of the Proie/iant Cauſe ? 
Little do ſuch Perſons conſider, how much they ſerve tl;c de- 
ſign of our enemies, who cannot but be mightily pleaſed ro 
find their moſt formidable adverſaries repreſented to the People 
25 their Secret Friends, 

6. Not to run the hazard of all for a ſhew of greater Liberty to - 
themſelves. For under this pretence our Adverſarics endeavour 
to make them their Þ»/truments to bring upon our Necks a Toke 
which neither we nor our Fathers were able to bear, An mniverſal 
Toleration is that Trojan Horſe, which brings in our enemies with- 
out being ſeen, and which after a Tong Siege they hope to bring 
in at laſt under the pretence of ſetting our Gates wide enoug 
open, to let in all our friends. 

And then think with your ſelves what advantages they will 
have above others ; conddering ſome mens coldneſs and indif- - 
ferency in Religion ; others uncertainty and running from one - 
extreme to another ; others eaſineſs in being drawn away by 
the hopes and fears of this- world s which have a wonderfull 
influence upon changing mens opinions, even when they do not -- 
think it themſelves. So that thoſe ſeem very little to under- 
ſtand mankind, who do not apprehend - gs rms conſe- - 
quences of a general Toleration, 

Thoſe who pretend there is no danger, becauſe by this means : 
the Folly of their Retigion will be expefed, do not conſider what a 
catching diſeaſe folly is3 and how natural it is for men-that are 
fanciful! in Religion- to: exc - one folly for another.”. If all 
men were wife and ſober in Religion, there would need no 7- 
keration 3.f they. are. not; we-mult ſuppoſe; if Rr 


[ 34] 
they wiſhed;.they would doe as might be expe&ted from men 
wanti oothey and SG i.e. All the feveral_Parties 
wonld be ſtriving and contending! with each other, which 

ſhould be uppermoſt, and gain the greateſt intereſt. 
And verily « And what, would the fruit of all ſuch contentions be, but 
you © ng endleſs diſputes, and expoſing the follies of-one. another, cill at 
bits Sovg laſt Religion it ſelf be ſunk into the greateſt contempt; or men, 
thar by an through mere wearine(s of contending, be willing even to ſub- 


Uoes mit to Papal Thrany, becauſe it pretends to fome kind of Vziry ? 
oleration, 

they may at "laſt come in on equal terms with yov, or by connivence, he endured as much 
as you. And if chey be equal in England with you, their tranſmarine advantages will make 
them more than equal, notwichſtanding their diſadvantages in their Cauſe, and; their con- 
rrariery to Kingly Intereſt. Baxter's laſt Anſw, ro Bagſhaw, p. 31. 


So that, upon the whole matter, if we would confult the 
Honour of God and Religion, the Peace and Tranquillity of. the 
Church we live in; if we would prevent che great Defexs of 
-our enemies, and leave the Np in here eſtablithed to 
Poſterity, we ought to follow the Apoſtles Anlwice, in walking by 
the fume Rule, and in minding the ſame things. 


THE END. 


Publiſhed by the ſame Authour, 


Everal Conferences between a Romiſh Prieft, a Fanatick Chap- 
lain, and a Divine of the Church of. England, concerning the 
Idolatry of the Church of Rome : Being a full Anſwer to the 
late Dialogues of T. G. | 

The.LUnre bleneſs of Separation, or an impartial account 
of the Hiſtory, Nature and Pleas of the preſent Separation from 
the Communion of the Church of E»g/azd : To which ſeveral 
kte:Letrers are annexed, of eminerit Proteſtant Divines abroad, 
concerning the nature of our Differences and the way to com- 
poſethefn : By:Edward Stillingfleet, D. D. Dean of St. Pan!'s, and 
Chapain in Ordinary to his Majeſty : So/d by Hen: Mortlock at 
the Phoenix n St. Paul's Church-ard.. 09111 1 7 
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